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Dear Daddy, *^ay 

-i~ 

Hhe enure ser ice you had was : ' 
-43r I liked the song TELE THE !t 
Z2223S#I£ Today fe a Li -e day 
Isn f r t it.? 

Love ,!7a:icy 



Lenten Meditation I a~ch 5, 1 
Text: Luke 9; 13-27 

As raos+ of yo 11 "*"st hav* sr raised by no", I have a certain lcve 

for ausfife. I es"e iaily am fond of hymns anci th^ir background, \tyho vr" + e them 

- th^y came to be written, and! ^he thinking of ths oerson "ho w-ote them. 

rtteS" t-> me ar^ very Intriguing thoughts. Perhaps "ome of ,r ou may s'n^e this 

1 ove alB^t All in all I think we can sa^elv sav that music in the "hmirch has 

dist-nct part in the service and *h*t it t>lays a unicV^ role in the life of 
the worshipper, "^or my theme for this Lenten Reason I have:, chosen tc think along 

the lines of the central Feint of 'the Season and this is the cross. In pa^t 

♦culaT I have thought <?f us'ng some of the better known lenten hymns for my 

background material. One such hymn is tWKXgnR ,.'hen I survey The Wondrous Gross. 

hen I survey the vnnd^ous cross on which the prince o* flory died, 

/■ 
-7 richest gain £ count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Isaac Watts wrote this beloved hymn. He was considered and often 
referred to as the father of English hymnody. ' T e once sa4£) of himself, "It wa^ 
not y design to exalt myself to the rank and glory of poe+s: but I was ambitious 
to be a servant to the churches, and a helper to the joy of the meanest Christian, 
He was the most productive of the hymn writers of his day. During his lifetime 
he practically rulec* the sanctuary of music in the Bnglish church. Kis hymns and 
his only were sung; and or many years nothing else but Vfatts hymns were sung 
throughout the Snglish speaking world. When we look at this hymn and see its 
solemnit3 r , its religious fervor and passion we cannot help but agree with a 
Matthew Arnold who considered it the greatest hymn in the Bnglish language. 

#hen we look at th li od ' ye, o: B ou: bhoughta 

tc he directed to it we can pe^-ha^s feel the hu tili . r A 

foT.tr l#feen he pcdtveA -the mpfa, 'jfr' richest g^in I count bi loss, and pen: 

; - ; ■, t ' (]cn we honestly think of the cross and have; ^nything 

but humility.. All the things of this world, and all of the valued possessions we 
may have, shrink to nothingness when we consider the enormity of this sacrifice. 



?. 

"Forbid it Lord that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ my cod; 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood." 

We cannot boast of anything in comparison to the death of Christ. 
All the honors and the riches of this world may be heaped upon us or poured at our 
feet, and yet they are nothing as compared to the blood of the Lamb. A man must 
SDend Ms life in the service of mankind.. He cannot ksu& hoard it or save it. 
He must use it- He cannot stand back and ask, "What ' s in it for me?" But he must 
ask, "How much can I give?" He cannot ask, "'./hat is the csaf e thing to do?" But 
he must ask, "What is the right thing to do?" This is what Christianity demands 
of thibse who will serve.. This is what Christianity is to those who would follow 
in the footstep^ of the Master. 
"See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down;- 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?" 

Jesus knew what lay ahead when He spoke to His disciples and told 
them of His coming Buffering and death, which we heard read as our Scripture.. 

knew that the agony and misery would be horrible.. The torture would be cruel, 
and the death slow. He must have known what crucifixion was, and what it meant.. 
V/hen He was about eleven years old a man named Judas the Galilean had led a re- 
bellion against Pome. Yhnt he had done was to raid the royal armoury at Spphoris, 
which was only four miles from Mazareth. The Romans burned Sepphoris to the ground 
sold its inhabitants into slavery and crucified two thousand of the refcels.. They 
were executed on crosses which were set in lines along the roadside, so that they 
would serve as ggatw&grg a warning to othere who might be temrtted to rebel.. 

So Jesus tells His foil wers that if anyone wants to be a follower 
of His, they must take up their cross every day and follow Him. This means to 
be willing to stick our necks out for Him.. It means being willing to forgo the 
love of the world and to love Him.. It means being involved in life where it is 
lived and not to close ourselves off from the rest of the world. It also means 
a-t> be willing to sacrifice of our time, of our money to serve the kingdom, and 
it means to be willing to share whatever talents we are blessed with, with others. 
Some people are of the erroneous idea that using our talents only anrilies to those 



3. 
who have a talent such as singing or being able to speak and to preach. But this 
is not so. All of us have talents of some sort.. To some it may be the ability to 
re comfort to those who are ill or need consolation.. To some it is the ability 
to work with their hands and to show others how to do this. To still others it 
is the ability to teach children or adults for that matter.. But each of us has 
these abilities and if we do not use them we are not accepting our Christian duty. 
We are not taking up our cross daily and following Christ. This is what He meant 
when He told hie disciples this. 

There are two seasons of the Church year that have a very visible 
effect on most people. These are Christmas and Lwit* Lent in particular effects 
more neople I think because it makes us aware of our sinful selves and what the 
sacrifice of Jesus mesne to us as His followers.. I have always been deeply moved 
by Lent and I have come to be much more deeply moved at this season since I have 
been able to serve in my present capacity. To me it is a time of deep soul search- 
ing.. It is a time that makes me aware of what my religion is all about. ".Tien I 

^.ntemplete what Jesus did for me I can't helt> but echo the words of another hymn 

Saviour 
that Isaac Watts wrote, when he said, "Alas and did my blees and did my sovereign 

die, Did He devote that sacred head for a worm such as I? We have reformed the 

wording to read,. "For sinners such as I. " Somehow the word worm must have made 

some ueople snuirm a little so it wes taken out. Bat could we become any lower than 

a worm? Perhaps we strive to think too highly of ourselves and maybe this «■$- hhx 

one reason why religion is in the turmoil it is today. We need to acknowledge 

our sinfulness and. our need of salvation.. This is what the cross is all about. 

The closing verse of When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, I believe 

is one of the most meaningful pieces of verse ever written about the cross. If 

you and I and every professing Christian were to make this the central theme in 

our lives,, perhaps we would be better Christians, Parhaps we would feel the need 

just a little more to be willing to take up our cross daily. 

"were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;- 

Love so amazing so divine, Demands my soul, mylife,. my all,." 

Let us pray. 



